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Background

Wales Air Ambulance proposes a new heliport on a 4.60ha arable farmland site north of the B5429
Holywell Road, St Asaph, Denbighshire, LL17 0AW (SJ 0652 7497). CGO Ecology Ltd (CGO)
conducted surveys, and produced this Statement to meet the Net Benefit for Biodiversity and
Green Infrastructure agenda. The Local Planning Authority (LPA) is Denbighshire County Council.

Methods

Suitably experienced and qualified ecologist Dr Chris Gleed-Owen MCIEEM conducted a
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) in 2025, updated in 2026. This mapped and assessed
habitats under the UK Habitat Classification system, recorded plant and animal species, and
impact-assessed biodiversity interests. Bat activity monitoring was conducted in May, July, and
September 2025, and roost assessments in 2025 and 2026.

Results

The location is rural, but has a trunk road and industrial estate nearby. The Cofnod search showed
a county wildlife site contiguous with the northeast boundary, and nearly 800 protected, rare or
notable species within 5km, including 11 bat species, badger, hazel dormouse, otter, water vole;
many birds, amphibians, reptiles, fish, invertebrates, plants, and lichens.

The site is an arable field with native species-rich hedgerows or deciduous woodland on all sides,
and a watercourse beyond the east boundary. The landscape context is an arable patchwork
within a network of hedgerows and woodland. The PEA recorded 72 plant species (no invasives),
15 birds including red-listed and amber-listed species. At least eight bat species, including the
rare lesser horseshoe bat, forage and commute along the Site’s hedgerow and woodland fringes.

Impacts and recommendations

The built area will cover less than a quarter of the Site, with arable conversion to grassland more
than half the Site. To meet NBB principles, significant woodland planting will compensate and
enhance impacts on habitats, bats, birds, and other groups. Step-wise dialogue has minimised
impacts, and introduced significant enhancements. These comprise an almost doubling of native
broadleaved woodland cover, a tenfold increase in grassland cover (mostly biodiverse), and two
new waterbodies. Lighting has been designed to avoid dark areas important to bats.

Local, county, and regional policy is to seek grassland maintenance and expansion, and
broadleaved woodland expansion. The proposal meets these agendas, and represents a major
gain. Natural Resources Wales and LPA ecologists have been consulted. One GCN pond is
proposed as a result.
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